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in a flat or duplex, but the vast majority are living in family homes Homeowners who keep animals in
their property face having to give them up, under a raft of new legislation introduced in the Scottish
Parliament. The ban on keeping wild animals in homes in the new Animal Welfare (Scotland) Bill will
come into force across the country from next year. But this will be lifted for owners of farm animals
and livestock, because they have had to meet increased welfare standards. The RSPCA said it was

right that many animals should be kept outside. In Scotland, around three out of four dogs are kept in
a family home, and about a fifth are kept in a flat or duplex, according to its latest national dog licence
survey, published last month. The vast majority are kept in family homes, and owners of a dog in a flat
or duplex are more likely to be older, and to have children than owners who live in a detached house.

About half of owners surveyed said they kept their pet outside because of noise, responsibility or costs,
and four out of 10 said the main reason was because they were worried about dogs being attacked.

But the RSPCA said the vast majority of owners wanted to keep their pet inside, and most were making
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